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Kroger Cards Update 
The November check from Kroger was slightly better than October.  The total accumulated balance was 
under $10,000 again for the second month in a row.  The check for $367.17 this month is greatly 
appreciated.  We are facing a very large postage bill to mail the 16,000 Christmas cards.  I really do 
appreciate those of you carrying the Kroger card and continuing to reload it before you pay for your 
groceries.  There are almost 500 cards in circulation.  This means many are not continuing to use this easy 
way of helping support OTY.  I encourage everyone with a card to think about using them.  We are 
coming to the end of 2007 and our budget for 2007 – just for the requested items and postage to mail 
them – is right now $32,000 plus.  YES, that figure surprises me as well!  That money has ALL gone to 
support our troops – there is nothing else taken out of this money.  No one is paid and there is no 
overhead costs to operate OTY.  What we do does cost money so please continue to load your Kroger 
cards.  This is a way each of us can donate to the troops without taking a penny from our pockets.  This 
really is FREE money to us.  It just takes a minute to stop and think about loading that card before you 
check out or buy gas. 
 
Christmas Cards Are Being Packed 
The boxes and envelopes of packed Christmas cards and homemade fudge are piling up at the Lebanon 
Masonic Lodge.   
We have lost count, there have been 3 or 4 packing parties so far.  There are several who have made all of 
them and there are those who could not make every meeting but new ones have come.  It has been nice to 
finally meet some of the people I have been working with for months.  Everyone has made new friends 
and we enjoy each others company.   
December 10th is the final packing party.  We will be at the Lebanon Masonic Lodge at 10:00am.  
Parking is behind the building, off of Mechanic Street.  Masonic Lodge is the red door across from the 
dumpsters.  We will be winding things up and getting the last of the cards into the mail.  Bring your 
lunch. 
I want to extend my personal thanks to ALL who have come out to help whether it was for one day or for 
every day we got together.  Your help was badly needed and greatly appreciated.   
 
OTY Looking For A New Home 
It is becoming increasingly obvious that either Lynn and I are going to have to move or OTY is going to 
have to move.  As OTY grows our house is just not big enough for both.  Our first choice is to find a 
storefront that someone will donate to OTY,  Since OTY is a tax-exempt organization it would be of 
benefit to the donor as they would be able to donate the building and then take what they could rent the 
building for off their income tax.  We are looking in the Morrow, Lebanon area.  If anyone has such a 
building or know of one please let me know.  When OTY has its own home we will go in about twice a 
month and have a big packing day with more packers than just me.  That too is getting to be too big of a 
job for just one person.  Speaking of growth, OTY is over 400 volunteer now over 6 states.  We are 
working with about 80 units today, some as large as 200.  Our staff has added a purchasing agent to do a 
lot of the shopping for the specially requested items.  She is Jackie Norris from Lebanon.  She has been 
helping with the packing also, which has been a big help.   
 
Video Conferences With Your Soldier 
On Dec. 13 and 14, Edgewood Middle School will be one of 13 locations statewide where families can 
have 30-minute visits with troops stationed in Camp Taji, Camp Fallujah, Camp Taqaddum, Al Asad 
Airbase and Camp Victory, supported by the Freedom Calls Foundation, according to a news release. 
Families will be able to connect through video conferencing technology and share stories and open gifts 
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Iraqi time is eight hours ahead, meaning some troops won't get to bed until 
midnight, according to the release. 
To sign up 



Register at http://ohiodl.org. Select the closest site to you and a time for your conference. 
Sites: Trenton, Beverly, Canton, Cleveland, Columbus, Kent, Lima, Lisbon, Newark, New Philadelphia, 
Piketon, Tiffin and Zanesville. 
Be sure and tell our HERO that OTY sends their love and best wishes for a happy and safe Christmas. 
 
Holiday Cards For Recovering Soldiers At Walter Reed Hospital 
   While the Army really appreciates the concern and support of the American public for all our service 
members recovering from their injuries, Walter Reed Army Medical Center officials want to remind folks 
who want to show their appreciation through mail to include packages, letters, and holiday cards 
addressed to 'Any Wounded Soldier' or 'A Recovering American Soldier' that Walter Reed cannot accept 
these packages. This is in support of the 2001 decision by then Deputy Undersecretary of Defense for 
Transportation Policy to ensure the safety and well being of patients and staff at medical centers 
throughout the Department of Defense. 
 
In addition, the U.S. Postal Service is no longer accepting "Any Service Member" or "A Recovering 
American Soldier" letters or packages. Mail to "Any Service Member" that is deposited into a collection 
box will not be delivered. 
 
As Walter Reed continues to enhance the medical care and processes for our returning service members, 
it must also must keep our patients and staff members safe while following Department of Defense 
policy. The outpouring of encouragement from the general public, corporate America and civic groups 
throughout the past year has been incredible. Our Warriors in Transition are amazed at the thanks and 
support they receive from their countrymen. 
 
The American Red Cross at Walter Reed will accept calling cards, DVD movies, CD's etc addressed 
to a Recovering Soldier, but it will NOT accept cards.  
So the bottom line: 
If you want to send a small gift to a Recovering Soldier  -- CD, DVD, Phone card, etc you can send it to:  
American Red Cross  
Walter Reed Army Medical Center  
6900 Georgia Ave., NW  
Washington, DC 20307-5000 
 
OUR Wounded Soldiers in Hospitals in the States. 
Lets all send them a Christmas message to show them they have not been forgotten. 
 
CPL Joel DULASHANTI wife Lindsey   He is in Walter Reed Hospital Terri will see he get mail 
c/o Terri Monnin 
P. O. Box 131013 
Dayton, Ohio  45413-1013 
 
Joel is able to be out away from the hospital for several days at a time now.  He has gotten an artificial leg 
and is now walking with the aid of a cane.  He was in Dayton a couple of weeks ago and was looking 
forward to a trip to Disney World.  Keep the cards going to him, knowing there is lots of support can only 
help him be released from the hospital completely sooner.   
 
 
 
LCPL PEREZ, Jose Ivan 
7400 Merton Minter Blvd. 
Audie Murphy VA Hospital 
Spinal Cord Injury Unit GLD 
D026   Bed A  
San Antonio, Texas  78229               Have no additional information on him. 
 



SSG David Long                                                                                                                                                
5827 Burt Rd., Apt A 
Columbia, South Carolina  29206  
 
SSG Long that was in Augusta VA  was discharged the first week of October. He was 
transferred to the Warrior Transition Unit.  He is a "spokesperson or liason" for the returning 
wounded warriors from Iraq and Afghanistan  so they don't get "lost in the shuffle" like he did!  
He works very closely with the Chaplains and the medical staff at Montcrieff Hospital at Ft. 
Jackson...He is still attending counseling and seeing a neuro-opthalmologist to try to correct his 
"cross over" with the right and left sides of his brain.  They took his driving privileges away until 
he has had more treatments.. he tends to drive very close to the middle or left side of the street.. 
it is the way his eyes see due to the traumatic brain injury that was not treated...but all in all he 
is well on his way to mending.  He is able to tolerate his children and can attend sports functions 
without too much difficulty.  They ( the whole family) is preparing to leave for 5 days all 
expenses paid trip to Disney World on Friday, November 30th..They are SO excited.. it was 
provided by Coalition to Salute America's Hero's  the fourth Road to Recovery Program..  Their 
home address is Meaghan, his wife, has been attending nursing school in Columbia. And is on 
the Dean's list...Quite a Gal!   This update is from Peggy Wise, his mother-in-law.  I saw Peggy at a 
party not long ago and she told me to be sure and tell everyone thanks for all the cards for David’s 
birthday.  That they had a lot to do with helping his spirits and helped toward making his discharge 
possible.  He received 300 birthday cards.  OTY you are the greatest!!! 
 
Major Nancy Johnson                   Hospital in Qatar  Many cards may be sent there 
Attn: Wounded Hero   remember their turnover is often so new soldiers 
379 EMDG/SGN   need your support. 
APO AE 09309 
 
OTY Goes To The Marine Ball!!!! 
Now folks I wish I could print these pictures in color because there are no words that I know to describe 
the beauty of a man in a Marine dress blue uniform, let alone 200 of them!!  Sometime this job just causes 
you to put yourself out there for the good of all – Jackie Norris, our Purchasing Agent and I were put 
through one of these situations.  Y’all remember me telling about attending a fund raiser at the Morrow 
VFW back in September and having the honor of meeting 5 of the Marines from the Cincinnati Reserves.  
As my friendship grew with SSgt. Mark Garey he arranged with the Commander for OTY to come with 
the cards and get messages written from the troops to the troops.  It was a lovely evening and everyone 
made us right at home.  November 10 is the birthday of the Marine Corp so a Ball is an annual event.  
Being military (USAF) myself I have attended many military balls but none like this.  The Marines really 
do things up right with all the pomp and circumstance.  Things opened with a color guard presenting the 
flag, a large cake is brought in and cut with the first piece being given to the oldest Marine in attendance 
then the youngest Marine is called forward and he passes the cake on to her in this case to symbolize the 
passing of the torch from one generation to the next.  The Sheriff of Clinton County was the guest 
speaker.  He told how a friend many years ago told him to going the military.  Following this advice, he 
said, was the best thing he ever did.  He joined the Marines, of course, and attributes his success in life to 
the training he received in the Corp.  After a very enjoyable dinner SSgt. Matt Pulfer took Jackie and me 
around to meet just about every Marine in the room.  Before dinner SSgt. Garey had made sure we were 
introduced to all the ranking officers.  Jackie and I were treated like queens!  We want to thank Nancy 
O’Bryan and Jade Pulfer for being such gracious hostesses and sharing their fellows with us that evening.  
We were invited back to the Ball next year.  Girls, the line forms on my right for volunteers to go with 
me, but I will warn you, the line is already L-O-N-G. 
 



 
 
Jackie Norris, SSgt Mark Garey & Carol                   Mark & his Lady Nancy O’Bryan 
 
 
We Have a January Birthdays! 
Andy Bertelsen will be 26 on January 24 

Jerry Wilson  having an over the hill day on January 26   both at the same address 

10 POTF-IZ 
Unit #42169 
APO AE 09342 
 
Dawn Kertz in this same unit has sent back thanks for all the birthday cards she received for her 
birthday in November.   
 
Thank You From Grateful Mother 
Lisa is the mother of William Rigdon.  She and Bob have been very active with OTY over this past year.  
William is home and Lisa sends this note to all: 
This WAR is REAL and does affect families...Please continue to keep our troops AND their families in 
your prayers.... 
 I want to thank everyone for their support and prayers while my son was over there..  he is due home 
tonight (Nov. 28th)  around 10:00pm. This has been a long year for me and I couldn't have done it without 
all of your support and prayers. THANK YOU all from the bottom of my heart!!!!!  
 Love 
Lisa  
 
Josh Wells Is Role Model To Us All 
We were all introduced to Josh Wells as he was in route to Germany a few weeks ago just after an EFP 
had claimed both his legs. 4 EFPs hit his vehicle.  One went inches behind him, one inches under 
him, and one right in front of him.  The one in front of him tore his name patch on his uniform.  
The only one that hit him was the one that got his legs.   God was watching over him!!!   He 
also had his little bible in his pants pocket that he carried everywhere. He made his way to a 
hospital in San Antonio, TX where continued to follow his progress through several surgeries and the loss 
of more of his legs.  A friend of a friend, of a friend had emailed one of our members asking that we put 
him on our prayer list.  We did, but our member back tracked the emails and was put in contact with his 
step-mother who has given us first hand updates and the picture below.  Josh is a very special young 
soldier.  His attitude and the smile on his face tells us he is not going to let this incident slow him down.  
That smile seems to say, “I have the world by the tail and there are great things ahead for me!”  One of 
those great things is his new bride, Brandi.  He and Brandi were married on November 20th.  Josh has 



been released from the hospital and is now in a room in the Hospital campus.  He has a long road of 
therapy and rehab but will have his wife at his side.  His step-mother says he has been receiving a lot of 
mail from OTY.  She says he cherishes everyone.  She says he reads each one aloud.  We need to 
continue our prayers for him along with the cards and letters to he and Brandi along with our 
Congratulations and Best Wishes for a long and happy life together.  His dad is with him and said they 
were able to go to the PX to buy some things Josh needed and he had to run to keep up with him in his 
chair.  Josh is a great example to all of us.  Nothing is going to stop this young man.  God has something 
very special for him in the future.   
 

                       

������������������      Josh & Brandi Wells with Elizabeth Wells 
 
Josh Wells 
c/o Powless Guesthouse 
3298 George C. Beach Rd. 
Fort Sam Houston, TX  78234-7569 
 
New Address For LCPL Matthew Kuster 
Many of you have written to Matt Kuster and had your letters and packages returned.  This is due to a 
change of address for him.  Here is the new one: 
LCPL Kuster, Matthew A. 
1 st BN 1st Mar C. Co 1st PLT 
UIC # 40175 
FPO AP 96426-0175 
Please send notes and cards to him.  Understand his moral has improved.  The prayers worked even if he 
didn’t get the cards. 
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